
As we end 2022, I would like to thank you for your 
commitment to Northeast High School and to the be-
lief in a public school education.  The success we have 
experienced since the opening of the school year owes 
a great deal to parents/guardians and families like 
yours.  I wish you a restful winter break and hope you 
enjoy this time with your scholar. For the New Year, I 
wish you good health, happiness, and hope the winter 
recess provides a myriad of opportunities for you and 
your scholar to do things you might not be able to ac-
complish when school is in session. 
 
Our scholars and staff have accomplished a lot during 
our first few months of school.  Professional 
development helps our teachers dive deeper into the 
progressive philosophy of teaching and learning.  Our 
progressive vision is designed to use a child’s natural 
curiosity to drive their learning inside of the classroom. 
The standards help teachers design the best lessons 
and help scholars set goals for success. Our profes-
sional development focused on how to help teachers 
build an environment where scholars can effectively 
engage in a wide range of rigorous, content-rich 
conversation, safe, supportive and collaborative.  Our 
instructional focus is on developing writing strategies. 
 
We believe in the importance of family traditions and 
holidays, and sharing them with one another at 
school.  We welcome families to teach us about their 
heritages, thus strengthening the connection between 
home and school. 
 
I wish you and your family a wonderful holiday season. 
Our last day in school is Friday, December 16th.  

Young scholars do best with regular schedules, and I 
encourage you to prepare for their return to school on 
Tuesday, January 3, 2023 by instilling in them an 
understanding about the importance of being rested 
and ready to learn. 
 

Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year from our 
Northeast family to yours! 
 
With Viking Pride, 
 
 

Dr. Waymond Ervin 
Principal 



VISION 
 

Building Our Purpose 
 

Northeast High School is a student-
centered college and career readiness 

campus dedicated to ensuring a 
competitive education and transforming 

diverse scholars into eternal learners, 
productive citizens, and socially aware 

leaders in their communities. 
 
 
 

MISSION 
 

The mission of Northeast High School is 
to collaboratively increase the academic 
and performance achievement of each 

scholar while enhancing their social 
development and their promise as 

global citizens. 

CORE VALUES 
 

• Educate all educational partners to 
achieve their individual and collective 

academic goals. 
 

• Engage all educational partners to be 
active in a community of learners and 

strengthen bonds with our diverse 
population. 

 
• Empower all educational partners to 

provide support for continued academic 
and social emotional development. 









Our FBLA team had gone on another business 

trip!  This time they flew out to Denver, Colorado, to 
take part in the FBLA Fall National Leadership Confer-

ence.  Ms. Joneisha Williams, FBLA Advisor, and 6 of 

our students joined thousands of their peers from all 
over the country to kick off FBLA this year.  At the Con-

ference, they learned more about leadership in schools 

and the workplace, practiced their events, and made 
some great 

connections.  Attendees were Devin Mejia, Sara Hidal-
go, Kimberly Lopez, Tristan Martin, Savana Oliver and 

Angel Stivers.  GO VIKINGS! 

Northeast FBLA Team 
plans to attend FBLA’s 
FALL National 
Leadership Conference 



Over the past couple of weeks, Mr. Cunningham's biology students have been learning about the structure and 
function of DNA, RNA, and proteins. Students have been creating models of a DNA double helix to visualize and 
investigate the process of DNA replication, RNA transcription and translation, protein synthesis/gene expression, 
and genetic mutations. Students were actively engaged in learning. Great job Mr. Cunningham!! 

In Biology Class: What’s in your DNA? 



November 2nd was Día de los Muertos, a Mexican 
holiday to honor loved ones who have passed 
on.  Unlike funerals or 
Halloween, Día de los Muertos is not sad, scary, 
or frightening.  Instead, it is a 
celebration of life, even those that have 
passed.  Like Halloween, it is believed to be a 
time when the deceased may return to the world 
of the living.  Unlike Halloween, when people 
wear scary costumes to prevent the dead from 
stealing their bodies, Día de los Muertos is seen 
as a reunion with lost loved ones.  After learning 
about the holiday and how it differs from 
Halloween, Spanish students made 
traditional artesanías.  Paper flowers and papel 
picado are often used to decorate 
ofrendas, a type of altar assembled in memory of 
deceased friends and family which include foods, 
drinks and items favored in life, as well as 
pictures and candles. 
 

What the students are saying? 
 
“I think the papel picado was a good way to learn 
and make new things. It makes class more 
interesting and fun. It was nice learning about the 
papel picado, a different culture, and learning 
more depth into a holiday. I think making 
something related to what you're learning makes 
you understand it more and helps you know 
things with a better understanding.” 
– Than Aye 
 
“Making papel picado of Day of the Dead was 
very interesting and new to me. I have never 
ever made anything to honor the dead and 
doing the papel for Day of the Dead was me 
honoring the people before without even 
realizing it. Now I see why people in Mexico 
and other South and Central American people 
celebrate the people who were here before us. 
I would like to thank the teacher for the 
opportunity she gave us to explore the way 
people in Latin community honor their past 
relatives.” 
– Amisi Mpole 

Vikings celebrate Día de los Muertos  



Physics students enrolled in Mrs. Spearman-Kaki's class 
designed roller coasters to experiment with potential 
and kinetic energy. 
 
Roller coasters are all about physics! Unlike other 
vehicles like cars and trains, roller coasters do not have 
an engine that propels them along the track. Instead, 
they rely on gravitational potential energy*, which they 
gain by initially being towed up a large hill.  
 
What happened during the Roller Coaster 
Project? 
Mrs. Spearman-Kaki explained: If you made your start-
ing hill tall enough, and all the curves and loops of your 
roller coaster were gradual, your marble should have 
been able to get all the way to the end. However, if 
your coaster had any sharp turns or corners, your mar-
ble might have gotten stuck. If you tried to have your 
marble go up a hill or through a loop that was taller 
than the hill it started on, it wouldn't make it all the way 
through.  
 
Teachers and students are invited to stop by the Viking 
Media Center to visit the roller coasters exhibit.  

Physics Class Project: 
Roller Coasters 



One is our community partners, Lyriks 

Institution, is putting the finishing touches on the 
broadcasting room at Northeast High School.  It 

has been a journey to this point, but Mr. Kyle 
Hollins says he is extremely grateful to the 

partners who came together to bring this to life. 

Mr. Hollins shared with The Viking Voice, “I want 
to thank Bryan Davenport for coming on to teach 
the class, Stanley Taylor with KCGP for 
partnering for the salaries of the facilitators, and 
Shumaker Family Foundation, Health Forward 
Foundation, Arvest Bank, and the community for 
coming together to bring this opportunity to our 
youth.  Special thanks to Mr. Raymond Lucas and 
Ms. Aisha Williams for all the behind the scenes 
work that it takes to launch a program at a 
Lyrik’s standard.” 
 
The students have been given state-of-the-art 

Apple computers and tablets, high-end Cannon 
cameras, different lenses, backpacks, and so 

much more. 
 

Lyriks launched this internship for student voice 
and for real world learning. This isn’t just a class 

but a chance to audition for a job.  The teacher is 
a real professional photographer with a studio 

and I client base.  He is looking to hire and so is 
Lyriks.  We want to teach and hire students who 

want to make a career in this field. 
 

“Life is happening right now, and we too often 
charge students to learn but don’t pay them to 
when they can create products with a high value. 
Lyrik’s is coming to change the way we learn.” 



Our Viking FBLA Team had gone on another business trip!  This time they flew out to Denver, Colorado, to take part 

in the FBLA Fall National Leadership Conference.  Ms. Joneisha Williams, FBLA Advisor, and 6 of our students joined 

thousands of their peers from all over the country to kick off FBLA this year.  At the Conference, they learned more 

about leadership in schools and the workplace, practiced their events, and made some great connections.  They at-

tended the workshop track to become Empowered to Lead, Inspired to Serve, Lead4Change and become passionate, 

service-minded leaders for life. This wonderful experience provided students with the tools they needed to lead their 

organization, as well as prepare them for their upcoming competition in February. 

Attendees were Devin Mejia, Sara Hidalgo, Kimberly Lopez, Tristan Martin, Savana Oliver and Angel 

Stivers. 





Northeast’s School Advisory Committee (SAC) met Wednesday, November 15. Parents, 
school staff, and community partners came together to discuss ways of improving parent 
involvement, the school’s climate, and other initiatives. Special presentations and resources 
were given by Ms. Brionna Taylor, Northeast’s College Access Specialist; Ms. Jaden Powell, 
Attorney with Justice in the Schools (KCPS Legal Clinic); and Mr. Bryan Davenport, City 
of Kansas City, Missouri Health Department. Kudos to Mr. Melvin Brown, FaCE Liaison, 
on facilitating the meeting! SAC says to ALL Northeast stakeholders, “COME AND GO 
WITH US. WE NEED YOU!” 








